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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application. 

Commissioner of Patents 



The timely submission under 37 CFR 1.129(a) filed on September 14, 1998 is not fully responsive to 
the prior Office action because the merits of the final action have not been addressed. Since the submission appears 
to be a bona fide attempt to provide a complete reply to the prior Office action, applicant is given a shortened statutory 
period of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the mailing date of this letter, whichever is longer, to submit a 
complete reply. This shortened statutory period supersedes the time period set in the prior Office action. This time 
period may be extended pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a). If a notice of appeal and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
were filed prior to or with the payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(r), the payment of the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.1 7(r) by applicant is construed as a request to dismiss the appeal and to continue prosecution under 37 
CFR 1 .129(a). The appeal stands dismissed. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Eliane Lazar- Wesley, PhD, whose telephone number is (703) 305 4059. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Lila Feisee, 
can be reached on (703) 308-2731. 
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Official papers filed^JBt should be directed to (703) 30^^(2. Faxed draft or informal 
communications with the ex^Kr should be directed to (703) 308-02<|^H^ 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

ELW 

December 7, 1998 
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